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Re: Uranium Mine Tailings Management - Discussion Paper DIS 10-01 

We would like to comment on the topic of tailings containment in natural waterbodies, as raised 
in CNSC's discussion paper - "Management of Uranium Mine Waste Rock and Mill Tailings". 

Newfoundland and Labrador has very high precipitation and poor drainage. Climate, bedrock 
geology and glaciation have conspired to ensure that virtually every depression in the province 
has water, usually fish-bearing, while wetlands are ubiquitous. Even upland areas are dotted 
with "ponds", our term for all but the very largest of lakes. 

The result of our bounty of water is that finding suitable locations proximal to orebodies for 
engineered tailings facilities that do not impact waterbodies can be impossible. As well, the 
safest and most environmentally-responsible option for long-term tailings management in our 
environment may well be a natural waterbody. 

The Metal Mining Effluent Regulations (MMER) provide a clear, proven regulatory process for 
determining whether tailings disposal in waterbodies is the best option on a case by case basis. 
Therefore, we urge CNSC not to consider any policy that may conflict with the MMER. Were 
CNSC to adopt a policy of prohibiting the use of natural waterbodies for tailings management, it 
could result in net greater environmental effects being incurred than under the current system. 
Furthermore, because of these additional impacts and the possible economic effects, such a 
policy could prove to be a serious impediment to future mineral development in our province. 

Sincerely, 

George Ogilvie, P.Eng. 
Chair 
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cc: Richard Wardle, Assistant Deputy Minister Mines Branch, DNR, NL 


