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Comment(s):  

Second bullet point - Singling out particular envionmental features for 

avoidance will unduly limit an operation's ability to use the best available 

technology for environmental protection.  In the case of natural waterbodies, 

in some areas and conditions, disposal underwater in lakes may afford 

additional protection through isolation of materials and limit potential for 

migration as lake bottoms tend to be the lowest point in watersheds.  The 

construction of engineered pits in place of lakes will not necessarily be 

more protective since excavation results in displacement of materials that 

will have to be stored on surface, impacting the terestrial environment.  

There is no utility in singling out aquatic habitat for protection over 

terrestrial habitat, and that is what restricting the use of aquatic habitats 

would be doing.  Also, rock piles created from excavations will require 

addtional resoures for long term management past the decommissioning phase, 

which can be avoided to some degree by using existing containment of natural 

formations. 

 

Third bullet point, iii - I believe what is meant by this statement is that 

passive management systems are preferred over ones requiring active 

management.  Some form of institutional control will be required for any 

tailings or mine rock management system. 

 

General comment - the position 1st and 3rd position statements (bullets) do 

not require the 2nd.  The statement regarding the avoidance of natural 

waterbodies does not add any level of protection to what is already being 

stated in the 1st bullet and actually contradicts some of what is being 

stated, specifically the maximization of the use of natural barriers. 

 

I would be pleased to discuss these comments further and provide my contact 

information below. 

 

Tim Moulding, M.Sc.  

Manager - Uranium and Northern Operations  

Environmental Protection and Audit Division - Industrial Branch  

Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment  



112 Research Drive, Saskatoon, SK, S7N 3R3  

Telephone: (306) 933-7063  

Facsimile: (306) 933-5773  

mailto:tim.moulding@gov.sk.ca 

 


